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16 DAYS IN WA TO STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN — POINT OF ORDER 

Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [9.35 pm]: Madam President, earlier today during formal business 
I moved a point of order and I thank you for your helpful rulings at that time. During that time, when I was simply 
asking for clarification with respect to process, it was interesting to see the demeanour of Hon Alannah MacTiernan, 
who was carrying on in the middle of my point of order to say what a disgrace this was. I think it warrants an 
explanation, because I would not want Hon Alannah MacTiernan to think that that point of order process was 
a disgrace, which is what she was shouting across the chamber at the time. Earlier during formal business I was 
simply asking whether a ministerial statement can contain debateable material. To cut a long story short, you said 
that it cannot, and you referred me to standing orders. That was of course consistent with my understanding of our 
processes here. I draw to members’ attention, particularly that of Hon Sue Ellery — 

The PRESIDENT: I do not know whether that is what I actually said. Have you pulled up the Hansard? 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: In order for there not to be any doubt whatsoever, I am quite happy to refer to the relevant 
standing order that you referred me to. 

The PRESIDENT: It was standing order 103(2). 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: That standing order states — 

A statement must impart factual information relating to public affairs, and must not contain debateable 
matter other than matter that is inherent in the content of the statement. 

I thank you, Madam President, for referring me to standing order 103(2) earlier today. 

The statement that I bring to members’ attention, especially that of the Leader of the House, Hon Sue Ellery, is 
what she read out earlier today and what provoked the point of order. I quote from her statement — 

This is our state’s inaugural contribution to national and global efforts to end violence against women. 

The matter sparked my attention because the Leader of the House suggested to us that this was the state’s inaugural 
contribution. That is, of course, false. I thought it was false at the time, and I was being invited to indicate what 
I might think was debateable—in fact someone was suggesting that this was disgraceful—and I thought I would 
double-check. I decided to check first, and then come back during members’ statements and deal with it then. 
I refer to a 25 November 2016 media statement of the honourable Andrea Mitchell, who at the time was the 
Minister for Mental Health; Child Protection. The honourable Andrea Mitchell told all and sundry in this excellent 
media release about the twenty-sixth annual Silent Domestic Violence Memorial March, and stated — 

• November 25 is White Ribbon Day, an International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women 

• 16 days of activism against gender-based violence begins 

I encourage the Leader of the House, and especially Hon Alannah MacTiernan, who thought the whole thing was 
disgraceful, to read this media statement. I remind them that it was released on 25 November 2016. They should 
have a good read of it and while they are at it, they should have another look at the Department for Child Protection 
and Family Support annual report for 2015–16. What did the department tell us in that annual report? The report 
stated — 

The new You Say No website and resources; the second edition of the Family and Domestic Violence 
Common Risk Assessment and Risk Management Framework; and new Practice Standards for 
Perpetrator Intervention were launched by the Minister for Child Protection during the 16 Days of 
Activism against Gender Based Violence (25 November to 10 December 2015). 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan now has two items of homework to do before she comes back tomorrow. I bring to 
members’ attention, especially Hon Alannah MacTiernan, this statement by Hon Helen Morton on 
25 November 2015. We do not have sufficient time to deal with all of this this evening, but that is all right. The 
member opposite will do her homework. Hon Helen Morton stated — 

I rise to inform the house of White Ribbon Day and the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based 
Violence Campaign. White Ribbon Day is the world’s largest male-led movement to end violence against 
women. 

Interestingly, in that same statement by Hon Helen Morton on 25 November 2015—the third piece of homework 
for Hon Alannah MacTiernan—the member will be interested to read that Hon Helen Morton talked about a new 
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initiative moved by the Barnett government at the time. That was the development of the STAND UP on 
White Ribbon Day campaign. That was very important, but I note that the member opposite is disinterested in 
matters to do with the prevention of family and domestic violence. She thinks that it is a disgrace, but the rest of 
us take it quite seriously. On that day, Hon Helen Morton indicated to us that 20 prominent men in the Perth 
community had generously agreed to support the cause and to contribute to the event. She went on to name several 
of those members, including Hon Joe Francis, an MLA at the time. I note that after that excellent work by 
Hon Helen Morton, the campaign continued the following year. The minister at that time was the honourable 
Andrea Mitchell. On that occasion, 22 men lent their names to the STAND UP for White Ribbon Day campaign. 
I bring to members’ attention that that is the context for what happened earlier today. It is false to say that whatever 
the government is doing at the moment is the inaugural contribution to national and global efforts to end violence 
against women. 

I have previously congratulated this government on fulfilling its policy in implementing the creation of a new 
ministry. Hon Simone McGurk is the inaugural Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence and I have 
congratulated the government on that. It will continue to receive congratulations from me when it fulfils its 
commitments. But it is false to say that whatever it is doing at the moment is the inaugural contribution to the national 
and global efforts to end violence against women. Once again, it is simply trying to rewrite history and pretend that 
the last two years of the Barnett government never existed. I am not surprised that Hon Alannah MacTiernan carried 
on in the way that she did earlier today. I asked a question on 10 October 2017. The honourable minister kindly 
provided an answer to me today. It was a question on notice and ministers have plenty of time when they get 
questions on notice to get them right. Today I got this answer — 

As a courtesy, my office advised the member that I was convening a forum on wild dogs in Bentley. 

I looked at the email in which the minister said she advised me about some forum about wild dogs in Bentley to 
see whether it was correct. Of course, the member opposite would not want to be incorrect and to mislead the 
house. I just so happen to have the email handy. On 14 September 2017, the minister and her office sent me an 
email that stated — 

This is a courtesy email to advise you that the Hon Alannah MacTiernan, Minister for Regional 
Development, Minister for Agriculture and Food, will be in the Victoria Park electorate of 
South Metropolitan Region on Friday 15th September 2017 visiting Bentley Technology Park. 
Should you have any queries please contact this office. 
Kind regards 

That was from the minister’s appointments secretary. Is it not interesting that the minister sent an email like that, 
but she told the house, “Well, my office advised the member I was convening a forum on wild dogs in Bentley”? 
No, you did not. You say anything and, as per usual, it is wrong. You show utter contempt for the house, as per 
usual. You did earlier when I was making a point of order. You cannot even get the most basic of answers about 
an email right. It is absolutely staggering that this member is a minister of the McGowan government. 

Statement 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [9.45 pm]: 
I do not know whether to be happy or sad. I do not know whether to be happy for our side of politics because if 
Hon Nick Goiran is on the front bench of the opposition, we are absolutely assured of re-election, or to be sad that 
a chamber like this, which should be a place for the contest of ideas and accountability, should be held up with 
this trivia. I certainly, and I am sure also the Leader of the Opposition, do not and have never pretended that there 
have not been people of goodwill on both sides of this house who have been concerned about domestic violence. 
We do not pretend that the struggle against domestic violence commenced with our government. Today we all 
went down at one o’clock and were photographed together, united in the view that this was a bipartisan, 
tri-partisan, quad-partisan stand against domestic violence. We came into the house and heard what I thought was 
a pretty uncontroversial ministerial statement by the Leader of the House. You demeaned the whole event. You 
sought to undermine. You do not understand it and I know that you do not understand it. I think that the member 
has a problem—he does not understand where the rest of the community is. He does not understand how trivial he 
becomes, how he goes into an issue and finds what he considers to be a minor inaccuracy and seeks to blow it up. 
When I was going to run a forum—it probably was not an appropriate matter to advise the member of—someone 
in my office sent him this note. 
Hon Nick Goiran interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: What problem is it that the member got an email telling him that I was going 
to be in Bentley? The member’s problem is that he has no ability to triage. 
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Hon Nick Goiran interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: He has no ability to triage. He gets all the stuff in and he cannot work out what 
is important and what is not important. Everything just becomes this permanent setting of outrage. Quite honestly, 
the member makes a fool of himself in doing that. That is why I was angry with what he was saying. We had 
a bipartisan view. We recognise that of course Hon Helen Morton and the honourable Andrea Mitchell made 
a contribution to that. The member cannot judge. He really has a serious political problem. He cannot make 
judgements about what is important and what is not important.  
Unfortunately, although that is to our benefit, in terms of the value of this place to the community, that is a major 
disadvantage. 
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